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- The popular image of the CIA oper-|
“ative usually comes straight from the
"movies: a slightly soiled trench coat, a
‘turned-up collar; sunglasses. But in
Laos, at least, tho reality is apt to be
less James Bond and more a clean-cut
fellow in a sport shirt. '
For ycars now, the Central Intelli-
’ \gence Agency has played a covert role

_in the twilight war of Laoes. (Some C:'ll
"it a nonwar in a noncountry.) For
* has been known, but its role has
¢ somewhat changed.

In the more free-wheeling days,

“. .ing and equipping an army of Meo
tribesmen. :
The fact

- eyt
+and reeruit local agents,

1 ‘helped organize the Committee for the Vang Pao, a Laotian military comn~ .

} . years, the agency’s undercover activity |

. there was the chance to set up strong-
men, polarize political forces and even

: f}i‘l)lwupthrgggei% b:tlﬁfor&hbui{s v:é::tsBli‘rt |, members “lackeys” to American inter-iside of Hanoi. It is believed that thel .
’ 1] :

- “their sport shirts, apparently is train-.

that the “spies,” ‘or|

“spooks” as they are semi-affection- |
.ately called in government lingo, are I

involved in training an army, a job..
that might be expected to fall to the. ™

L - gt
The U.S. started arming and train-
ing the Meo trihesmen as carly as
1960, Yet it was the recent disclozure
. . o

state and his brother, .
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a velatively free hand, and in Laos, it

tough tribesmen with a particular
Tt was in 1957 that the agency grudge against the North Vietnamesg,
started excrting noticeable influence on ..that helped trigger .the _current uproar
the political affairs of that perennially | arainst U.S, activities in Laos, Many..
unscltled country. In an effort-to dis- ' of the 1,040 Americans admitted to be
pel the apathy, dissension and lack of wqumg in Laos scene reportedly are
iorganization among the non-.with the tribal army. .
Communist Lao, the CIA apparently:  The army is headed by Maj. Gen.

:Defense of National Interests. _'Thc‘nmander_'in northeastern  Laos - whor
.commitlee described itselM as. a Mmass

o o L keeps his people in line by force of
ir ather than a ; h )
el Doty “which favered  civil ;leadership and also by having one wife
‘service reforms and a “hard” line® for each of the four tribal areas. The
iagainst - the Communist Pathct Lao. Meos -have been successful in their -
A RLE Comnt battles beyond any expectation and . .
sidered its' have. become a significant thom in tke., =

G

i The Communisis con

., ests, and it appeared that the organiza-; North Victnamese have made elimina-
|- tion’s .dependence on the CIA ‘ulti-'tion of Vang Pao and his tribesmen’;
|':'_mately lent some truth io that. ‘one of the goals in their current Lao-'_t
'The committee became the step-' tian offensive. . . o *
ladder for a future Laotian leader who:+ /The CIA and how it grew in Laos is,.,
was so closely ticd to the' CIA that heydn an ironic way, almost-a - success.
was known to its agents as “our boy.” slory which runs from the error of-‘
“That leader was Phoumi Nosavan. j trying to set up a western-lype army .

~ " Pentagon, is not entirely sinister. Ever
“since the signing of the Geneva accords

tain the fiction that it is abiding by the*
rules, and that means keeping out!
JAmerican troops. The last four Presi-!
dents felt that the accords, which the;
. U.8. accuses Hanoi of being the first to-
violate, could best be restored if aps’
“pearances, at least, were observed..; .

Those within the government who;
are sympathetic to that view are

&
1

- congressional uproar over U.S, ine!
svolvement in Laos. They say that con
gressional leaders, as well as il
members of the Senate and House
comiittees dealing with the CIA:'
anmned services and appropriations,|
have known for yecars what was going
-on in Laos. They say that the activity
was funneled through the CIA not to!
keep it secret from the American
people but rather to preserve the

“ necessary facade - for

diplomacy. i
Of course, it was not “only for the'
rake of appearances that the CIA did!
'tha job in the old days. Tn the Dulles-
"Fwillas ara. whan John Foster Dulles,
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$n 1962, the U.S. has sought to main-- COUNLrY; but he was not above actepta’ guerrilla warrior,, Vang Po. What is:

+ .deeply concerned about the current that he was not. The CIA was forever ; |

i Phoumi had begun to count on the | f

“international; '
ywas ambassador, the CIA was forced
;40 argue its cases

- Phoumi was, by all reports, a patriot. With a military strong man in Phoumi .

- who genuinely sought to develop the ,Nosavan to the arming of a highly able

k'ing huge sums from a foreign power.. happening in Laos now, one info_r:ped .
I Phoumi was so valuable thaf thz CIA ['source said, is what. should have.been’
rigged the 1960 clection in his favor, | done in Vietnam, 5 o itweidbb 03
. If Laotian politics were confuscd, D '
~there was something of a match within® R
“the American diplomatic: community :
" in Laos, The ambassador was never,
sure that he was in charge of his own ' "

' mission, and in many cases. was. sure !

, pushing for greater activism, Ity agents ;.
i “frec-wheeled it,” in the words of oner
informed  source, - and* engincered af .
coup. And then another one six . .
months later, S i

CIA, which had chosen him over Sou-" .
vanua Phouma. But just when Phoumi ...
-really needed help, the CIA began feels /. 0.0 wi b o
ing a clampdown ordered by President| J o o
;Kennedy because - of the Bay, of Pigs. ~ o
fiasco, In Laos, where Winthrop Brown' =~ o+ "
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thirough’ channels,' -
the’ xpins have boen-
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